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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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NON-FINAL OFFICIAL ACTION 



Status of the Claims 



Claims 1-14 are pending. 



Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 USC §02. 



Rejections under 35 USC §102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-5 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Meinema (United States Patent No. 4,858,615). 

As per claim 1 , Meinema discloses: 

at least one passive component (Figure 6); and 

an identification module for storing component information relating to said at least 
one passive component (column 6, lines 22-26). 

As per claim 2, Meinema discloses: 

wherein the component information comprises component (type number: column 
6, lines 22-46), component specifications (service life: column 6, lines 22-46), 
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component calibration data (column 6, lines 22-46: these passages clearly the define 
the other forms of data as calibration data clearly as they reduce error arid eliminate 
user calibration). 

As per claim 3, Meinema discloses: 

a common interface for said at least one passive component ands aid 
identification module (Figure 8, item 40). 

As per claim 4, Meinema discloses: 

wherein said interface comprises optical or electrical terminals for said at lesat 
one passive component and electrical terminals for said identification module (column 6, 
lines 44-53; Figure 8, item 40). 

As per claim 5, Meinema discloses: 

wherein the identification module comprises a non-volatile memory (column 6, 
lines 23-25). 

As per claim 10, Meinema discloses: 

a non-volatile memory storing specifications for a passive component (column 6, 
lines 22-26); 

a tester for detecting signals at an input and an output of said passive component 
(column 5, lines 26-32); and 
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a processor operatively associated with said non-volatile memory and said tester for 
monitoring proper performance of said passive component (column 5, lines 34-43 and 
59-62). 

As per claim 1 1 , Meinema discloses: 

storing component information for said passive component in a non-volatile 
memory (column 5, lines 26-33); and 

installing said non-volatile memory in a sub-system incorporating said passive 
component (column 5, lines 36-37). 

As per claim 12, Meinema discloses: 

configuring a common interface for said passive component and said non-volatile 
memory (Figure 5, item 38). 

Claims 1, 2, 5-9 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Goldring (United States Patent No. 4,684,245). 

As per claim 1, Goldring discloses: 

at least one passive component (column 3, line 62 through column 4, line 16); 

and 

an identification module for storing component information relating to said at least 
one passive component (column 4, lines 40-57). 
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As per claim 2, Goldring discloses: 

wherein the component information comprises component (column 5, line 45 
through column 6, line 24), component specifications (column 5, line 45 through column 
6, line 24), component calibration data (column 6, line 2 "useful data"). 

As per claim 5, Goldring discloses: 

wherein said identification module comprises a non-volatile memory (column 4, 
lines 40-57). 

As per claim 6, Goldring discloses: 

a tester interconnected with said at least one passive component (column 5, lines 
45-69); and 

a processor interconnected with said memory and with said tester (column 4, 
lines 25-26). 

As per claim 7, Goldring discloses: 

wherein said non-volatile memory comprises a read-only memory (column 4, 
lines 40-57). 
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As per claim 8, Goldring discloses: 

wherein said identification further comprises a second memory, said second 
memory being a read-write memory (column 4, lines 40-57 and column 6, lines 1-27). 

As per claim 9, Goldring discloses: 

wherein said second memory stores historical performance information relating 
to at least one passive component (column 6, lines 1-24). 

As per claim 13, Goldring discloses: 

retrieving specification information for said passive component from non-volatile 
memory installed in a sub-system incorporating said passive component (column 6, line 
7-10); 

sampling an input signal to and an output from said passive component; 
determining performance characteristics for said passive component based on said 
sampling (column 6, lines 7-10); 

comparing said performance characteristics with said retrieved specification 
information (column 6, lines 7-10). 

As per claim 14, Goldring discloses: 

based on said comparing, selectively generating a warning (column 6, lines 19- 

24). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bryce P Bonzo whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4834. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Beausoliel can be reached on (703) 305-9713. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). ^ r^> 




Bryce P Bonzo 
Examiner 
Art Unit 21 14 



